[image: image1.png]


OUTINGS FOR 2012 
Friday 16  March – Kill or Cure.  This is a coach tour with a guide.  After coffee (included in cost) we explore the history of medicine in London from Roman times to the present day.  We will hear creepy tales of body snatchers and barber surgeons; heroic tales of scientific endeavour and inspiring tales of personal sacrifice.  We have our lunch in Holborn (main course included in price).  Our afternoon is devoted to one of the newest and most attractive collections in London at Sir Henry Wellcome’s Museum.  His first invention was invisible ink, and he went on to invent the medicinal tablet and establish the pharmaceutical giant Burroughs Wellcome.  The medicine Man gallery is home for mind boggling objects gathered from around the world.  We will have afternoon tea here before heading for home.

Friday 20th April – Lewes & The South Downs.  We meet the Guide at 10.30 a.m. in Clayton, West Sussex for coffee & biscuits (included in price).  A pleasant drive takes us to Lewes; we start at the top end for a pretty little walking tour cleverly crafted to keep us either level or gently downhill as we pass the Norman Castle, Virginia Woolf’s holiday home and Tom Paine’s house.  We take a break on the High Street for lunch and interesting shops to browse.  After lunch we will have a short coach transfer to the Anne of Cleves House at the lower end.  Here you will have a guided tour around the house, which is full of mediaeval and Elizabethan craftsmanship.  This will be followed by a short walk to the beautiful garden of an Elizabethan manor house built by an ancestor of Sir Isaac Newton.  Before heading home you could enjoy an ice cream or drink from the tea kiosk, browse in the Artists shop or visit the pub on the corner.

Sunday 3rd June – Bure Valley & Norfolk Broads.  In the morning we have a 45 min. train ride on the Bure Valley Railway, which runs from Aylesham to Wroxham, where we will have time for lunch.   In the afternoon we will go on a 1½ hour boat trip, with commentary, on the Norfolk Broads.

Thursday 19th July – Guildford & Titsey Place.  In the morning we will have a historic guided tour of Guildford.  After the tour we will have time for lunch and a look around.  In the afternoon we visit Titsey Place & Gardens with a guided tour of the house.  Titsey has a fine collection of family portraits, a beautiful collection of porcelain and a set of four paintings by Canaletto.  The gardens are stunning, with lakes, woodland walks, a kitchen garden and a park offering panoramic views over the North Downs.  There is a restaurant her where you can have afternoon refreshments.

Monday 24th to Friday 28th September – 5 day Break in the West Country. We will be staying at the Tortworth Court Hotel, Wotton-under-edge, South Gloucestershire.  Tortworth Court is a 4 star grade II listed Victorian Mansion, set in 30 acres of parkland.   It is set in its own arboretum of over 300 rare trees.  There will be evening meal, bed & breakfast, and the rooms are en-suite with all facilities.    There is a swimming pool, gym, sauna & steam room.  All the above, including coach trips and entrance fees for outings mentioned below are included in price. Beauty treatments at the spa are extra.  Whilst we are away we will be visiting Highgrove (home of Price Charles), where we will have  a champagne  tea and a  guided  tour of  the gardens.    We  will  go to Hidcote Manor, which is 
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recognised as one of the Country’s greatest gardens, Tyntesfield, a magnificent house in Wraxall, Bristol, and the seaside resort of Weston-Super-Mare. If you are a National Trust Member you will receive a reduction in the price of this holiday, owing to the fact that your entrance fees are free of charge.  We will plan the itinerary as soon as we have a definite booking for Highgrove.

Sunday 28th October – Holkham Estate, Wells-next-the Sea, Norfolk.  We will stop at Wells for some lunch, and then on to Holkham Hall.    The grand Palladian hall has the perfect location surrounded by acres of rolling parkland rich in wildlife and the nearby north Norfolk coast.  Inside this magnificent family home there are treasures to be discovered in every room.  From incredible architecture, stunning art, original furniture and classical statuary, to the Old Kitchen, crammed with shiny pots and pans on every wall.  The ‘Wives and Daughters’ Exhibition gives added interest, where on display are some of their wedding and evening dresses.  There is a café here for refreshment before we head home. 

For more information and to book any of these trips please contact Brian on 01702 204334.

